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Edexcel and BTEC qualificat ions com e from  Pearson, the world’s leading learning 

com pany. We provide a wide range of qualificat ions including academ ic, 
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Gen er a l  Com m en t s 

 

The candidates in this paper were asked to choose two topics out  of six, and 

to write around 300 words about  each of them . The m axim um  m ark for 

each was 30. The 30 m arks were awarded to Content  and Com m unicat ion 

(18 m arks) , Language Applicat ion (6 m arks)  and Accuracy of Writ ing (6 

m arks) .  

 

Quest ions were set  to cover a variety of areas of study, and writ ing styles, and 

candidates were given clear inst ruct ions to the required tasks in each quest ion. 

 

 

Qu est ion  1  

 

This quest ion tells candidates that  oil is an im portant  source for the nat ional 

incom e, and asks them  to give their  own opinion on whether oil producing 

count r ies should rely on oil as their  m ain econom ical source, or if there should 

be other m eans by which to catch up with the m odern econom ical developm ents 

for a bet ter standard of liv ing. 

 

Candidates who gave their  own opinion in a relevant  and linked together piece of 

writ ing m anaged to score well in this quest ion. However, high m arks were not  

awarded to responses when a candidate wrote m ost ly about :  

- The var ious usages of oil,  such as using it  in generat ing power, such as 

fuel cars and other m achineries, etc 

- How m uch oil cont r ibutes to pollut ing the Earth 

- How oil is m ade naturally,  and the process of finding it  underground. 

 

 

Qu est ion  2  

 

The quest ion asks candidates to im agine that  they live in a village where the 

governm ent  officials have decided to build an internat ional airport . Candidate’s 

are asked to write a let ter to the Minister of Transport  conveying to him  or her 

the opinion of the people in the village, including the negat ive and posit ive 

aspects of this project  as well as giving his or her own opinion of it .  

 

A large num ber of the candidates who t r ied this quest ion wrote a clear and 

pleasant  piece of writ ing, in a form  of a let ter, including the villagers’ opinion 

point ing out  both negat ive and posit ive sides of the project . They gave their  own 

opinion and therefore m anaged to score well in this quest ion.  However, som e 

candidates’ responses did not  qualify for high m arks due to m isunderstanding 

the task. Com m on exam ples of this appeared to be when candidates:  

 

- Concent rated on convincing the village people of the benefit  or 

disadvantages of the project , without  wr it ing a let ter 

- Gave cont radict ing just ificat ions when giving their own opinion 

- Forget t ing either to give their  own opinion, the possible negat ive or the 

posit ive outcom e of the project .    

 

 



 

 

Qu est ion  3  

This quest ion gives the candidates an Arabic proverb which states “We m ay 

forget  those we have a laugh with, but  we never forget  those who we cry with” . 

Candidates here were asked to write a story to reflect  on the m eaning of the 

proverb.  

 

The m ajor ity of the candidates who t r ied this quest ion m anaged to give well 

const ructed short  stor ies which were relevant  to the task, and hence scored well.  

However, som e candidates’ responses did not  qualify for high m arks due to 

m isunderstanding the task. Com m on exam ples of this appeared to be when 

candidates:  

- Did not  give their  answer in a story form  

- Gave irrelevant  m ater ial 

- Gave a t it le to their story, such as, “A fr iend in need is a fr iend 

indeed” , and did not  succeed in linking their  story to the required task. 

 

 

Qu est ion  4  

 

This quest ion suggests to candidates that  the social networking site such as 

Facebook and Twit ter have clear a effect  on our societ ies. I t  requires candidates 

to im agine life without  these social networking sites, and asks them  to give 

exam ples on what  they think from  real life. 

 

High scoring candidates m anaged to write about  what  m ight  happen if our 

society did not  have these social networking sites,  giving a good exam ple from  

real life, showing a clear abilit y to m anipulate language to suit  purpose, and 

responses gave  full descript ions and express opinions which were appropriate to 

the task. However, there were a considerable num ber of candidates who could 

not  score well as they rushed into writ ing about  the advantages and 

disadvantages of com puters, and som e even went  as far as writ ing in length 

giving advice to people on how to protect  children from  the bad effect  of using 

com puters. 

 

Qu est ion  5  

 

This quest ion suggests to the candidate that  they have part icipated in a sports 

or arts com pet it ion on a high level in their  town, and placed first . The 

candidate’s task is to:  

- express his or her feelings before the com pet it ion 

- express his or her feelings after the com pet it ion 

- explain what  he or she did to prepare for the com pet it ion. 

  

Most  of the candidates who t r ied this quest ion m anaged to give a high quality 

pieces of writ ing covering all the above three m ain points of the task, and 

therefore scored well.  However, there were the very few who m isunderstood the 

task and did not  score well as they sim ply wrote about  a sport  they liked, and 

about  their  ideal sports person.  

 

 

 



 

 

Qu est ion  6   

 

This quest ion offers a picture to the candidates and asks them  to write a story 

which is relevant  to the picture. Many candidates who t r ied this quest ion did well 

enough to deserve high m arks, except  for the few who could not  score well 

because they didn’t  write a story, or their  story had no relevant  m aterial to the 

provided picture. 

 

 

Ad v ice t o  can d id at es 

 

• Enrich your general knowledge through reading different  styles of writ ing 

from  books, m agazines, newspapers and the internet  as well as acquir ing 

knowledge from  other m edia sources. 

 

• Read and understand previous I nternat ional GCSE exam  m aterial which 

norm ally carr ies valuable inform at ion that  can be very helpful when 

answering future exam s. 

 

• Read the m odel sam ple answers of previous exam s in the official Edexcel 

I nternat ional GCSE Arabic – First  Language student  book published in June 

2011. 

 

• Fam iliar ise yourselves with the form at  of the quest ion paper. 

 

• Adhere to writ ing on the designated lined pages in the answer book. 

 

• Clearly m ark the quest ion of your choice and answer it  in the specified area 

( lined pages) , ensuring that  there isn’t  any answer of any other quest ion in 

the sam e area. 

 

• Ask for ext ra lined paper from  invigilators should the specified area not  be big 

enough for your response. 

 

• When answering a quest ion, you should underline the im portant  words or 

phrases that  refer to the required task, and ensure that  you respond to the 

ent ire task. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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